SUMMARY A 57-year-old woman developed severe generalised amnesia following an embolic stroke. The amnesia persisted until her death nine months later. The left hemisphere had a large infarction of the medial temporal-occipital region, while the right showed only a small infarct limited to the posterior two-thirds of the hippocampus. If bilateral lesions are necessary for the production of permanent amnesia, the findings support the view that the hippocampus is itself a critical structure in the medial temporal diencephalic memory circuit. 
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Case report
A 57-year-old alert and well-oriented and uraemic woman was admitted on November 10, 1971 for haemodialysis. A week later her Scribner shunt was found to be clotted and was flushed, producing a good blood flow. A few minutes later the patient was unresponsive. Blood pressure was 130/90 mm Hg and the pulse was regular. She soon regained consciousness but then was disoriented and unable to remember anything about her admission to hospital. Two days later she was still disoriented to time and place, could not read, but could write, named most colours correctly, but misnamed some objects. Speech was fluent without paraphasic errors. She did not know the name of the President, could not recall any objects after five minutes, and had difficulty remembering the names of her sons. Forward digit span was seven. There was a dense right hemianopia with macular sparing. Tendon reflexes were symmetrical. One week later, she could not recall her age, the date, or her location. She could not read or identify letters or pictures of objects. She made more errors on colour naming.
Two months later she was still so amnesic that it was necessary to pin a note on her lapel telling the taxi driver where to take her when she came for dialysis. Four 243 Woods, Schoene, Kneisley months after onset, she knew she was in a nursing home, but still did not know the date or the name of the President. She 
